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How Should | Address You?

By Xian Yi Chen/Translated by Mei Lan Wang (02/12/2020)

How should | address you

I ain’t willing to call you a movie star

For the Gutless and the Little Fresh Meat

Have offset its rich resonant contents.

To call you a movie star

Would distort the respect our society has for you

I an’t willing to call you a scholar either

For there are scholars way too many

Whose brains have lost the capacity to tell the truth

To the scientific affirmation of “human-to-human transmission”
Some are babbling

Words unclear to hear

Their academic conscience

Is being sold by weight

To the potbelly Capital Tycoons

Neither am | willing to call you an Academician
For the title of Academician

Seems unable to describe

Your wise eyes that can’t stand tiny bits of sand
That always see the black and white line
Moreover, Academicians of some kind

Place their dissertations way above the outbreak of virus
To address you an Academician

Still seems inadequate to depict

The firm and unyielding character traits

Of an 84-year old

You are a doctor

Yet | an’t still willing to use that title

For when you were young

You once were a national athlete

Who loved the green track and field

You are a soldier who dares to fight

To charge was the words you liked the best

After careful deliberation

| thought of Mr. Xu Lu at the beginning of last century
Who had already picked a name for you

A name that carries a heavy load

“The Backbones of Our Nation” ------
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How strenuous and how heroic you are

The sky’s about to fall till Nan Shan arrives to prop
Hovering a curing celestial pot to save the world

Poised the Cauldron of Zhong in a time of nation’s crisis

For the rising of our country

For the renaissance of our great nation

You are a soldier burying yourself in work

You are a pioneer diligently striving hard

You are a prestigious person advocating for all of us
You are a hero sacrificing yourself to find ways out

Your gushing tears

Have warmed up more than just folks from Wu Han
You have warmed up all the people country-wide
Why your eyes often remain red

Because they are filled with

A veteran soldier’s absolute loyalty

To his country and his people

Never will Nan Shang get old

Evergreen a giant tree you’ll be

Iron shoulders for morality and justice

Here comes our hero to hold them all

Now there’re thousands and thousands of people fighting the epidemic

Where there’s a flag, there is Veteran “Huang Zhong”
It’s a flag of heroes

Behind are standing

Millions and millions of Chinese at home and abroad
A powerful array of forever fearlessness

With such a procession
With such heroes
Nothing can stop us
Nothing can defeat us



